Lesson
Transforming a Culture of Silence: Preventing Sexual Violence and Rape
OVERVIEW
When you witness an injustice, remaining silent or acting as a bystander is an active choice that
is an impediment to justice. Speaking out and taking action are the counterpoints. The modern
Civil Rights Movement would not have had the impact it did without thousands of individuals
who spoke out and acted nonviolently to gain equal treatment under the law. More recently, the
#MeToo movement’s power stems from individuals choosing to name and hold accountable
those who perpetrate sexual harassment and violence. In both examples, the key factor in
overcoming oppression and exploitation is breaking silence in the face of injustice.
In this lesson students will have the opportunity to examine the consequences of remaining
silent specifically in relation to sexual violence and rape. Classrooms will watch curated
segments from the acclaimed documentary Roll Red Roll, analyze in small groups a variety of
perspectives involved in the case and identify moments when silence could have been broken.
Students will then look at individuals who did intervene as model upstanders and reflect by
writing proactive and prosocial steps they can each take to prevent, intervene, inform others and
work toward ending sexual violence and rape culture.
Important Note to Educators
Roll Red Roll is a film about a sexual assault that occurred and can be difficult to watch and talk
about, regardless of whether you or someone you know has been affected by violence. The film
and lesson also include explicit language. Bringing these elements into a classroom
conversation and sharing and processing this information requires a strong culture of respect
and trust.
To prepare yourself and your students for this lesson:
● Read through the Discussion Guide for Roll Red Roll and consider integrating the Key
Themes for Discussion and the related questions from the discussion guide into this
POV lesson.
● Watch all the film clips suggested for this lesson prior to screening them in your
classroom.
● Review the Resources section of this lesson and familiarize yourself with the
recommended organizations and materials from the Discussion Guide for Roll Red Roll.
● Refer to and/or print and distribute the Important Terminology sheet at the end of this
lesson and use it as a reference for yourself and your students. These terms and
definitions can provide language for the class to use when discussing the film and the
topics covered.
This lesson also offers two days of engagement, depending upon the grade level and
preparedness of your students:
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•
•

Lesson: Students will view Clips 1 through 3, discuss a variety of perspectives and
complete a reflective writing exercise.
Extended Learning: Students will view Clips 4 and 5, discuss the choice of complicity
by many peers and critically examine how technology added to the violation by bringing
the crime to the “public square” of social media. If incorporating day two film segments,
please pay particular attention to who is in your classroom.

OBJECTIVES
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
● Define verbal and non-verbal consent
● Identify societal factors that enable silence, bystander behavior and complicity to be
acceptable when sexual violence and rape occur
● Identify individual and collective steps to prevent sexual violence
● Explore the words and actions of upstanders in the film as prosocial models of
prevention and action through structured dialogue groups
● Write out specific steps each person can take to inform, intervene and act to eliminate
rape culture
GRADE LEVELS: 10–12th grade
SUBJECT AREAS
English/Language Arts, Health, Media Studies, Psychology, Women’s and Gender Studies.
Roll Red Roll and the crimes that occurred in Steubenville, Ohio have strong echoes in many
current and historical periods and in literature. Some suggested texts include The Scarlet Letter,
Their Eyes Were Watching God and I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.
MATERIALS
● Film clips from Roll Red Roll and equipment on which to show them
● Handout One: Film Summary and Director’s Statement by Nancy Schwartzman
● Handout Two: Clip 1 Perspectives
● Important Terminology sheet
ESTIMATED TIME NEEDED
● Lesson requires at least two class periods, 50 minutes each.
● Extended Learning requires one additional class period.
FILM CLIPS
Film clips provided in this lesson are from Roll Red Roll. Access the streaming clips for free on
POV's website by visiting www.pbs.org/pov/educators. Borrow the full film from our DVD
Lending Library by joining the POV Community Network.

2

Roll Red Roll Lesson Plan Clip 1
1:09:24-1:20:23 (10:59 mins)
In this clip, many different individuals provide their perspectives about the events on the night
Jane Doe was assaulted in Steubenville, Ohio, and the days immediately following.
Roll Red Roll Lesson Plan Clip 2
1:43:59 - 1:48:20 (4:21 mins)
The digital activist group Anonymous holds a rally in front of the courthouse in support of Jane
Doe, and at the rally many women tell their stories of surviving sexual violence.
Roll Red Roll Lesson Plan Clip 3
2:05:10 - 2:13:41 (8:30 mins)
Shawn, a fellow student, and Rachel Dissell, a journalist, use their voices to reveal the truth
about what happened to Jane Doe and to reveal a pattern of dangerous behavior on the team
that school officials knew about and ignored.
Roll Red Roll Lesson Plan Clip 4 Only for Extended Learning
1:39:50 - 1:43:45 (3:55 mins)
This clip consists of the video that was posted online and is referred to as the “Nodi Video.”
Roll Red Roll Lesson Plan Clip 5 Only for Extended Learning
1:54:06 - 2:01:05 (6:59 mins)
Several people, including prosecutor Marianne Hemmeter and defense attorney Walter
Madison, frame the crimes within the context of social media. Several of the students who were
complicit in the assault also explain their roles that evening.
Assign Homework the Night Before
Distribute Handout One: Film Summary and Director’s Statement by Nancy Schwartzman.
Have students read the film summary and the director’s letter and underline words and phrases
they would like to discuss the next day, particularly those related to challenging silence. Remind
students to write their questions in the margins of the letter.
LESSON
Day One: Opening (10 mins)
Write “boys will be boys” on the board. In pairs, have students discuss their understanding of
this phrase. What stereotypes come to mind? What behaviors would they list to describe this
mentality? Transition from the discussion to debriefing their homework reading, Handout One:
Film Summary and Director’s Statement by Nancy Schwartzman. Have students share their
questions and reflections. Allow time and space for students to discuss before showing Clip 1.
ACTIVITY (40 min)
Watch Clip 1 (10:59 mins)
After viewing, break class into five groups and assign each an identity:
The blogger, Alexandria Goddard
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The boys at the party
The men in town
The parents
The girl on the frisbee team
Print Handout Two: Clip 1 Perspectives and cut the statements from the clip into strips. Hand
these strips to each group. (Be aware this film clip contains mature and explicit language)
Read assigned perspectives and have small groups discuss and answer the questions below.
Have each group choose a spokesperson to synthesize their discussion and report out to the
larger group.
● According to your assigned person/people, what happened at the party?
● What aspects of our larger culture do you think influenced their ideas and their reactions
to the assault?
● How did the actions and beliefs of your assigned person/people contribute to or
prevent sexual assault from happening? If they were to act in a way that might prevent it
from happening again, or stop it from happening, what might they do or say differently?
● We don’t hear from Jane Doe throughout the film. What distinguishes this conversation
from one that focuses on the survivor?
Discuss in large group:
● What is your understanding of the way being on a team, the importance of sports and
the historical norms of Steubenville influenced what happened on the night of the party?
● On their social media posts during and after the party, the boys called what happened
“rape.” Some seemed to use the word in a way that addressed the situation seriously as
a crime, and some used it in a way that seemed like they didn’t take it seriously.
● For the boys who didn’t see what was happening as a crime, what do you imagine is
their definition of consent?
● For the boys who understood that what was happening was wrong, what do you imagine
is their definition of consent?

Day Two
Opening: Reviewing Terms (15 mins) Have students refer to the Important Terminology sheet.
Consent: Each state has a different definition of consent. You can check on your state’s
definition here.1 Or, as a class, discuss the following definition of consent as defined by the
University of Michigan.2 Using this definition, did the boys at the party have the consent of Jane
Doe?

1
2

https://www.rainn.org/news/how-does-your-state-define-consent
https://sapac.umich.edu/article/49
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Consent is a clear and unambiguous agreement, expressed outwardly through
mutually understandable words or actions, to engage in a particular activity.
Consent can be withdrawn by either party at any point. Consent must be
voluntarily given and may not be valid if a person is being subjected to actions or
behaviors that elicit emotional, psychological, physical, reputational, financial
pressure, threat, intimidation, or fear (coercion or force). Consent to engage in
one sexual activity, or past agreement to engage in a particular sexual activity,
cannot be presumed to constitute consent to engage in a different sexual activity
or to engage again in a sexual activity. Consent cannot be validly given by a
person who is incapacitated.
Rape and Sexual Assault: What is and isn’t rape? What is and isn’t sexual assault?
According to RAINN (Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network): “Rape is a form of sexual
assault, but not all sexual assault is rape. The term rape is often used as a legal definition to
specifically include sexual penetration without consent. For its Uniform Crime Reports, the FBI
defines rape as ‘penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or
object, or oral penetration by a sex organ of another person, without the consent of the victim.’
To see how your state legally defines rape and other forms of sexual assault, visit RAINN's
State Law Database.” 3
ACTIVITY (20 mins)
Watch Clip 2 (4:21 mins)
Discuss as a large group these questions:
●
●

●

Did anything in this clip change how you think about what happened to Jane Doe? If so,
what changed?
In what ways do you think the culture of Steubenville contributed to the women at this
rally either keeping silent, or not being believed about their own experiences? Do you
think Steubenville’s culture is similar to your own community’s? Why or why not?
Given the controversy around what happened to Jane Doe, do you think the fears and
concerns of the women who stayed silent before were reasonable? Why or why not?

Bystanders and Upstanders
Introduce the idea of a “bystander” as a person who knows about or witnesses an injustice but
says nothing, and an “upstander” as a person who knows about or witnesses an injustice and
chooses to act. The choice to act as a bystander or as an upstander is complex. Take some
time to discuss with students the circumstances, dilemmas and consequences that may result in
watching an injustice and not taking action.
Watch Clip 3 (8:30 mins)
Have students write down moments from the clip when someone either a) acted to prevent or

3

https://www.rainn.org/articles/sexual-assault
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stop the assault and prevent further harm, or b) acted in a way that normalized this crime,
allowing the perpetrators to feel that what they did was acceptable.
Debrief after the clip by asking students to briefly share examples of both kinds of behaviors.
The following are quotes from people in the film. In small groups, ask students to discuss what
the quote reveals about “bystander” and “upstander” behavior.
“If she was my friend, like if she was my close friend, then I would take the extra
step and make her stay, but you know I can’t do that, so I just let her do what she
wants. Which, I understand, was wrong.” - Farrah, girl who was at the party and
saw Jane Doe was drunk
“Well, yeah, I had to testify in court. It was terrible because it was my really good
friends involved... You know, quite often I just wish I was with my friend Trent the
whole night and nothing would’ve ever happened. The love and care I have for
my friends, I just didn’t want to see them in any bad situations. And I just wish it
never happened.” - Shawn, Trent and Ma’lik’s teammate
“I’ve been blogging for a long time, usually about true crime cases. Not
everything is as it seems. If something stinks, I’m going to be the first person that
calls it out.” – Alexandria Goddard, crime blogger who initially exposed the boys’
social media posts
“It’s more about the culture that contributed to the rape in the first place. If
someone who’s really important to your school or your town or your football team
is accused of something, there’s always going to be a lot of people coming to
their aid to explain what happened or what didn’t happen. If people knew about
this in April, if teachers knew about it, if coaches knew about it, if a principal knew
about it, if parents knew about it, why was nothing done about that?” – Rachel
Dissell, reporter who revealed the incident from the previous April

Closing Exercise: Reflective Writing (10 mins)
For the closing exercise, ask students to write reflectively about Roll Red Roll, and how the film
resonates with their experiences in their own communities and school culture.
Suggested writing prompts:
What are pathways for boys and men to challenge general thinking about masculinity,
accountability and male leadership? What pathways invite them to be changemakers on
this issue?
In what ways does centering perpetrators, bystanders and witnesses in this dialogue
shift the conversation?
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What are ways to build a culture of connection and accountability within a school or
other community?
After completing this writing exercise, refer to the Resources section at the end of this lesson for
students to explore organizations and resources to learn more or seek out support.
Extended Learning: The Role of Technology, Social Media and the Law
Overview for Extended Learning
An important topic in Roll Red Roll is the power of technology and social media to both inform
and further perpetrate the crime of sexual assault and rape.
It is important after viewing each clip to allow students some personal time to process what they
have heard in the film. Invite students to journal in silence about their thoughts, feelings,
reactions or questions for a set amount of time. Transition from this reflective exercise to small
groups where they can discuss what is on their minds. Recommended discussion prompts are
also provided.
ACTIVITY
Begin the Day Two lesson by brainstorming students’ background knowledge on the laws
violated in Roll Red Roll. Do not correct their ideas at this point, but transition to watching the
two final clips from the documentary. Explain that these two film segments contain explicit
language and reference rape, and remind students of strategies for self-care. Pages 10 and 11
in the Roll Red Roll Discussion Guide offer further recommendations.
Watch Clip 4 (3:55 mins)
Suggested Discussion Prompts:
● Do you think Nodi was confused about the crime that was being committed?
○ If you think he was, describe where his confusion lay.
○ If he was not confused, why did he participate, or enable it to happen?
● After watching this clip, how would you describe “rape culture”? How do you see rape
culture in action in Nodi’s behavior?
● Without cell phones and social media, what would have been different about the assault
and crime, the trial and the aftermath in the community?
Watch Clip 5 (6:59 mins)
Suggested Discussion Prompts:
● What are your reactions to the boys receiving immunity in exchange for their
eyewitness accounts?
○ Is this a limitation of our justice system?
○ What suggestions would you share to change these laws?
● What is your understanding of the phrase “blaming the victim”?
○ What are examples that support your understanding?
After watching and discussing these film segments have students:
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●
●
●

Write their definitions of the term “sexting,” share them and give one example each of
what is and isn’t sexting.
Discuss their definitions and examples.
Share information about state laws regarding sexting. Each state varies, so it is
important to research your local laws.

Here are some helpful resources to consider:
● Sexting Advice for Teens from Cyberbullying Research Center
● Overview of State Sexting Laws
EXTENSION/ADAPTIONS
● Write a pledge articulating steps to transform our culture and society so that
accountability, respect, intervention and speaking out against any violations are the
cultural norms of your school and community.
● Research how social media can play a prosocial role in preventing sexual assault and
present these models in class.
● Allow students time to explore independently the resources included in this lesson.
RESOURCES
(From the Roll Red Roll Discussion Guide)
Roll Red Roll Film Website
The official website for Roll Red Roll, where you will find information on upcoming screenings,
how to host screenings in your own community, opportunities to take action and more.
Foundational Information About Sexuality and Health
Scaleteen
An independent, grassroots sexuality and relationships education and support organization and
website, founded in 1998. Visit for information on understanding abuse and assault, help getting
out of danger, understanding consent, learning how to advocate for yourself and self-care tips.
For Men Looking To Get More Involved In Violence Prevention
1in6
The mission of 1in6 is to help men who have had unwanted or abusive sexual experiences live
healthier, happier lives. It was founded in 2007 in response to a lack of resources addressing
the impact of negative childhood sexual experiences on the lives of adult men.
A Call To Men
A Call To Men works to promote a healthy and respectful manhood and shift attitudes and
behaviors that devalue women, girls and other marginalized groups. It is a great resource for
violence prevention education and training and promotion of healthy manhood.
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He For She
A United Nations global solidarity movement for gender equality and provides models of ways to
take action in your community.
It’s On Us
A national movement to end sexual assault that was launched following recommendations from
the White House task force to prevent sexual assault. The campaign combines innovative
creative content and grassroots organizing techniques to spark conversation on a national and
local level.
Men Can Stop Rape
An international organization that mobilizes men to use their strength for creating cultures free
from violence, especially men’s violence against women. Find a local Men Of Strength (MOST)
club, for mobilizing young men to prevent sexual and dating violence.
MenChallenging
MenChallenging offers resources for taking action and making that action as effective as
possible.
Promundo
A global leader in promoting gender justice and preventing violence by engaging men and boys
in partnership with women and girls. Check out the group’s “The Man Box” report for data on
young men’s attitudes, behaviors and understandings of manhood.
Initiatives Geared To College and High School Students
InSideOut Initiative
This organization provides a blueprint for change to the current win-at-all-costs sports culture
and promotes the use of sports to foster human growth.
Know Your IX
A project of Advocates for Youth, Know Your IX is a survivor- and youth-led initiative that
empowers students to end sexual and dating violence in their schools.
Get Involved With Roll Red Roll’s National Partners
Breakthrough
A global human rights organization working to drive the cultural change we need to build a world
in which all people live with dignity, equality and respect. It works to change the attitudes and
assumptions around gender that lead to violence and discrimination.
The California Coalation Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA)
The California Coalition Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA) provides leadership, vision and
resources to rape crisis centers, individuals and other entities committed to ending sexual violence.
CALCASA works through a multifaceted approach of prevention, intervention, education, research,
advocacy and public policy
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End Rape on Campus
For survivors in higher-ed seeking support: End Rape on Campus works to end campus sexual
violence through direct support for survivors and their communities; prevention through
education; and policy reform at the campus, local, state and federal levels.
I Have The Right To
For parents and survivors: This organization started as a social media campaign using the
hashtag #IHaveTheRightTo to bring safety and respect to all cultures. As an organization, it
promises to be a safe place where survivors and families of survivors can come to find support,
belief, advocacy and community.
Raliance
A collaborative initiative dedicated to ending sexual violence in one generation, Raliance
strongly believes that sport is a critical partner in preventing sexual and domestic violence, both
on and off the field. Visit the group’s website to learn about strategies and programs to support
your sport community to prevent sexual and domestic violence.
Relationship Abuse Prevention Program (RAPP)
RAPP is a program of the NYC Human Resources Administration and partners with high
schools across New York City to provide critical teen dating violence prevention and
intervention. There are three provider partners within RAPP: STEPs, Day One and Urban
Resource Institute (formerly CADV). The program provides trauma-informed individual and
group counseling, classroom workshops to educate school populations on relationship abuse,
professional development for teachers and school staff and community outreach.
SafeBAE
A survivor founded, teen led organization that educates middle- and high-school students about
healthy relationships, dating violence and sexual assault prevention, affirmative consent, safe
bystander intervention, survivor self-care and survivor rights under Title IX.
Set The Expectation
For safer athletic communities: This organization (which uses the hashtag #SetTheExpectation)
is dedicated to combating sexual and physical violence through education and direct
engagement with coaches, young men and boys in high school and college athletic programs.
Steps To End Family Violence
This program of Edwin Gould Services for Children and Families offers services for victims of
gender based violence and focuses on prevention, intervention and policy advocacy.
Vital Voices
Vital Voices was created to make space for women to be heard through investment in
community leaders worldwide.
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Get Savvy On Your Mobile Device
Circle Of 6
A White House award–winning mobile safety app designed to reduce sexual violence. It is
currently used by over 350,000 people in 36 countries. It was created by Nancy Schwartzman,
Director of Roll Red Roll.
@JDoeJustice is a fairly new platform for anonymously reporting sexual misconduct to stop
repeat offenders.
Additional Resources for Survivors
Anti-Violence Project (AVP)
Support specifically for LGBTQ folk.
Black Women’s Blueprint
Community support for black women.
National Sexual Assault Telephone Hotline: 1-800-656-HOPE (4673)
National hotline providing a wide range of support.
National Sexual Assault Online Hotline
Private and secure online hotline.
National Sexual Violence Resource Center
Every year for Sexual Assault Awareness Month in April, the National Sexual Violence
Resource Center runs an Instagram photo challenge to harness the power of social media for
education and awareness raising. Encourage students to participate in this initiative.
Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINN)
RAINN (Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network) is the nation’s largest anti-sexual violence
organization.
STANDARDS
Common Core National Standards for English/Language Arts
Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.7
Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person's life story in
both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.8
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and
fallacious reasoning.
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Speaking and Listening
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and
make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task,
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format
for citation.
Content Knowledge: (http://www2.mcrel.org/compendium/) a compilation of content standards
and benchmarks for K-12 curriculum by McREL (Mid-continent Research for Education and
Learning).
Language Arts, Standard 1: Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process.
Language Arts, Standard 2: Uses the stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing.
Language Arts, Standard 8: Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes.
Language Arts, Standard 9: Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret visual
media.
Theatre Standard 5- Understands how informal and formal theatre, film, television, and
electronic media pro- ductions create and communicate meaning
Visual Arts Standard 3- Knows a range of subject matter, symbols, and potential ideas in the
visual arts. Benchmark: Understands how visual, spatial, temporal, and functional values of
artworks are tempered by culture and history
Civics Standard 29- Understands the importance of political leadership, public service, and a
knowledgeable citizenry in American constitutional democracy.
Health Standard 10 - Understands the fundamental concepts of growth and development
Benchmark 2: Understands how physical, mental, social, and cultural factors influence
attitudes and behaviors regarding sexuality
Health Standard 11: Knows health risk factors and techniques to manage and reduce those
risks
Benchmark 3: Knows how to make positive health decisions related to injury, tobacco,
nutrition, physical activity, sexuality, and alcohol and other drugs
Centers for Disease Control - National Health Education Standards
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The NHES are written expectations for what students should know and be able to do by grades
2, 5, 8, and 12 to promote personal, family, and community health. The standards provide a
framework for curriculum develop- ment and selection, instruction, and student assessment in
health education.
Standard 1:
Students will comprehend concepts related to health promotion and disease pre-vention to
enhance health.
Standard 2:
Students will analyze the influence of family, peers, culture, media, technology, and other
factors on health behaviors.
Standard 4:
Students will demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication skills to enhance
health and avoid or reduce health risks.
Standard 5: Students will demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills to enhance
health.
Standard 7: Students will demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors and
avoid or reduce health risks.
Standard 8:
Students will demonstrate the ability to advocate for personal, family, and community health
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IMPORTANT TERMINOLOGY
Accountability: A willingness or obligation to accept responsibility for one’s actions.
Acquaintance rape: Also known as “date rape”. Rape between two people who know each
other.
Age of consent: The age at which a person is considered by law to be able to consent to
sexual activity. Someone above this age who has sex with someone below it can often be
charged with statutory rape, even if the younger person wants to consent.
Blaming the victim: Victim blaming is a devaluing act that occurs when the victim(s) of a crime
or an accident is/are held responsible—in whole or in part—for the crimes that have been
committed against them.
Bystander: Anyone who is not a perpetrator or victim who witnesses a given situation; this may
include friends, family, teammates, teachers, peers, adults, staff.
Bystander intervention: A strategy to change social norms in peer cultures at all age and
grade levels. Bystander intervention teaches people how to intervene, interrupt, speak up and
take action to influence an event that is potentially dangerous, such as an assault.
Child pornography: Federal and state laws make it a crime to produce, possess, distribute (on
and offline) or sell pornographic materials that exploit or portray a minor—someone under the
age of 18.
Consent: Permission for something to happen. An agreement.
Culpability: Responsibility for a fault or wrong; blame.
Cyber-bullying: The use of electronic communication to bully a person, typically by sending
messages of an intimidating or threatening nature. Electronic communication includes
communication via devices and equipment such as cell phones, computers and tablets, as well
as tools such as social media sites, text messages, chats and websites.
Incapacitated: Having lost the ability to do something in the usual or desired way.
Justice: Just behavior or treatment; the administration of the law or authority in maintaining this.
Perpetrator: Someone who has committed a crime or offense.
Pornography: Written, visual or other kinds of media expressly designed to elicit feelings of
sexual desire and/or that people use to elicit those feelings.
PTSD (Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder): A collection of long-term symptoms, or long-term
psychological harm, from having been sexually assaulted or having been the victim of any
trauma or horrific experience. Symptoms include depression, anxiety, flashbacks, substance
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abuse, disconnection, irrational self-blame, a preoccupation with the trauma and difficulty
concentrating and sleeping.
Rape: The legal definition of rape varies from state to state. Nonconsensual sexual behavior
that usually includes some form of penetration of a bodily orifice.
Rape culture: A term used to describe the broad cultural factors that encourage unhealthy
masculinity and highly sexualized femininity that ultimately enable sexual violence and the
blaming and shaming of assault victims and survivors.
Rape kit: A container for a sexual assault forensic exam that includes a checklist, materials and
instructions, along with envelopes and containers to package any specimens collected during
the exam. A rape kit may also be referred to as a Sexual Assault Evidence Kit (SAEK).
Sexting: The practice of sending nude or semi-nude pictures by cell phone or other electronic
media; the term means sexual text message. Sexting is against the law and any minor who
sends nude photos of themselves (or others) can be prosecuted under federal child
pornography laws. These laws may be changing in some states, so please do your research
about current status.
Sexual assault: A form of sexual violence. Any kind of nonconsensual sexual behavior in which
a person is coerced or forced against their will. It includes any kind of nonconsensual sexual
touching and any kind of oral, vaginal or anal penetration.
Sexual violence: An umbrella term for all personal violations that are sexual in nature, including
harassment, unwanted touching and sexual assault, rape and other acts.
Slut-shaming: The action or fact of stigmatizing a woman for engaging in behavior judged to be
promiscuous or sexually provocative.
Social Media: Any website or application that enables users to share content, including text,
photos and video, with one another. This includes large social networking websites such as
Facebook and Snapchat, as well as private email lists, such as those that exist within schools or
on email servers.
Survivor: An individual who has been raped or sexually assaulted. Many of these individuals
and their advocates prefer to use “survivor” rather than “victim” because it’s more empowering.
Upstander: A person who speaks or acts in support of an individual or cause, particularly
someone who intervenes on behalf of a person being attacked or bullied.
Victim: Someone who has been the target of a crime. For some, the term “victim” feels
disempowering, as if the crime defines a permanent loss of agency. For this reason it is
important to talk about “victims” and “survivors” in order to acknowledge both.
Victim blaming: When the victim of a crime or any misconduct is held entirely or partially
responsible for the wrong.
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Witness: A person who sees an event, typically a crime or accident, take place.
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Handout One: Film Summary and Director’s Statement by Nancy Schwartzman
(From the Roll Red Roll Discussion Guide)
Film Summary
Roll Red Roll is a true-crime thriller that goes behind the headlines to uncover the deep-seated
and social media-fueled “boys will be boys” culture at the root of high school sexual assault in
America.
At a pre-season party in small-town Steubenville, Ohio, a heinous crime took place: the assault
of a teenage girl by members of the beloved high school football team. What transpired would
garner national attention and result in the sentencing of two key offenders. But it was the
disturbing social media evidence uncovered by crime blogger Alexandria Goddard that
provoked the most powerful questions about the collusion of teen bystanders, teachers, parents
and coaches to protect the assailants and discredit the victim. As it painstakingly reconstructs
the night of the crime and its aftermath, Roll Red Roll uncovers the ingrained rape culture at
the heart of the incident, acting as a cautionary tale about what can happen when teenage
social media bullying runs rampant and adults look the other way. The film unflinchingly asks,
“Why didn’t anyone stop it?”
Director’s Statement
Roll Red Roll is a story that I felt compelled to tell. I wanted to make a film about rape that
didn’t rely on a victim’s testimony to drive the story. Instead, I made a film about rape that looks
at the perpetrators, bystanders and witnesses - and the larger communities and institutions that
enable rape. I did this to take the burden off of the victim, and to focus attention on how we can
recognize and ultimately solve the problem. This was a deliberate choice in the filmmaking, and
as such, it is a first.
I went to a high school not unlike Steubenville High School. I was a varsity athlete growing up
and I come from a sports family. I understand the love and passion for sports and the intense
relationship between a player and a coach, and what it means to your family for you to succeed
on the field or court. The entire town of Steubenville coming together to celebrate and stand
together every Friday is a beautiful thing. But to quote journalist Rachel Dissell, “Is this football
town putting its daughters at risk, by protecting its sons in a situation like this?”
I felt like I knew these kids. They reflected some of the attitudes of my high school growing up. I
wanted to explore the undercurrents of this compelling and frightful situation. The behavior
wasn’t unfamiliar to me, but the social media platform was new. I wanted to know what
empowered boys to talk about rape so casually, and broadcast it so publicly. It was all out there.
That’s what made it so shocking.
The incident was planned and witnessed and an entire conversation was happening on social
media about it. Prosecutors had to sift through over 400,000 text messages, hundreds of tweets
to figure out what was evidence and what was bravado. I read the text messages and the social
media posts, and they chilled me.
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In Roll Red Roll we see young men acting with total privilege and without accountability. This
wasn’t a “one-off” incident. This was a pattern of behavior that went beyond just a juvenile
criminal trial, and led to a Grand Jury investigation of school officials. There should have been
no question about what happened, and yet: the entire town was divided. “Why didn’t anyone
stop it?”
If we want to understand what is “rape culture” - then, here it is, laid bare. I just couldn’t look
away. I’ve been working to transform culture around gender-based violence for over 10 years,
using film and technology in service of these goals. I’ve always been fascinated by technology
and youth culture, and how while technology is mainly neutral, it is the way we use it that is the
variable. Seeing it overlap in the gender space - I was amazed at the power of social media: to
incriminate, to empower and to shine a light on darkness. This entire thing was documented on
social media and shared publicly. The bravado and the language used by the kids to talk about
their classmates and young girls were astonishing. Anyone could see it. And the lack of
empathy was chilling.
There were school administrators and teachers that heard rumors, and there were coaches who
did nothing, or defended players without asking the tough questions. By doing nothing, and not
taking it seriously, they were enabling it – excusing and justifying it, or looking the other way.
This situation underscores the need for responsibility and for us to behave as friends, parents,
family members, fellow classmates, teachers, school administrators, coaches and everyone in
our communities to make sure that we believe survivors, we investigate carefully, and this
behavior stops. Now we are at this incredible #MeToo moment, where men and mainstream
audiences are listening to the reality of those who experience violence, and it’s time to shift our
attention. We need to look closely at those who commit assault, so we can identify it, prevent it
and ultimately transform our culture.
The bottom line is that rape is preventable. Steubenville is just like your town or school.
Watching and studying the police interviews, the story shows clearly that rapists and bystanders
are not “monsters”, they are us – our sons our fathers, our coaches, our friends. When we turn
them into “monsters” – it makes rape hard to “see” and eradicate. We as individuals and
communities have to take responsibility and teach accountability to our children so that they
understand this is wrong. And that speaking up and intervening is the right thing to do, even if
no one else is doing it. I am hopeful that audiences take these lessons to heart and will move
forward in creating safe, loving and caring communities for our future generations.
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Handout Two: Clip 1 Perspectives
The blogger, Alexandria Goddard
And I determined that after a scrimmage game for Big Red High School, there were
several end of the summer parties that all of the kids were attending. There were tweets
going around, everyone’s having a great time. But then something changed. I sat up for
hours and hours and just followed timelines, fanning out, you know, who was re-tweeting
what at a certain time. So it was almost like watching this in real time. And by the end of
the night a young girl from across the river had been sexually assaulted.
The boys at the party
TRENT: She came thru she brought food she got f*ed she knew wassup.
ANTHONY: You a felon!
“Song of the night, Rape Me.” Nodi, “Some people deserve to be peed on.” Cody
Saltsman takes a photo and posts it to Instagram. He tags it “sloppy.” - Alex
The men in town
It’s easier to tell your parents you were raped than, “Hey, Mom, Dad, I got drunk and
decided to let three guys have their way with me,”... that’s all I'm saying, based on who
I’ve spoken to. - Radio DJ
The parents
The idea of an incapacitated girl being drug around is horrible and, as a father, that’s
horrible. I mean the last thing you want to do is imagine your daughter in that type of
situation, or your boys in that type of situation. - Norman
The girl on the frisbee team
When you put yourself in that situation, you have to take some responsibility for your
actions. - Madeleine
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